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 St Mary’s Castle PlayersThe Children’s Shakespeare Festival 
2016

	Lights:

Stone Castle (warm).


	Sound

SAM: Atmosphere 4

SFX: Trumpet (fade when first group walks on after Emma).


One child will walk on to introduce the play and then will walk to the side. Children then enter in groups of 3 or 4 and come to the centre of the stage. A group will come on, introduce Gloucester, and then walk to the edge of the stage.

EMMA:  
In every story, there is a lord who does something brave, who risks everything to do the right thing…. In our story, Gloucester is that lord.

Group 1 enters.
LAUREN:
I present to you, Gloucester, a lord whose fortune is known throughout the land.

JAMIE: 
Gloucester, a lord who has pride, honour and integrity.

LAUREN:
Gloucester, a lord who is loyal and respectful to his king.

JESS O:
I shall, my liege.

KRISTIAN:
Gloucester, a lord and a friend.

Group 2 enters.

ELIZABETH:
Gloucester, a lord who has an… interesting… family
JACK:
Gloucester, a lord who spoils one of his sons, and not the other. To him, he thinks one is no dearer than the other.
JOHN:
Gloucester, a lord who some would say can be a little bit arrogant.

JACK:
Is Gloucester a lord with too much to lose? 

JACK/ELIZABETH/JOHN:
We shall see…

Group 3 enters.

ROSE:
Gloucester, a lord who puts his trust into the wrong hands.

AARON: 
Edmund, what’s the news?

POPPY:
No news my lord.

EMMA:
Give me that letter! 

AARON:
What? Your brother Edgar plots against me! Oh Villain! Unnatural, detested, brutish villain! I’ll see to it that he is arrested!

Group 4 enters

LIAM: 
Gloucester, a lord who believed a forged letter from his ILLEGITIMATE SON!

JESS T: 
A son who only wanted his land! What he deserved!

ALEX:
This could not come at a worse time. King Lear has just given his land over to his insubordinate, selfish daughters! 
ALL:
No words, no words! Hush… 

Group 5 enter and create the position of Gloucester’s house. Group 6 enter and surround the house.

PAIGE:
 I take pride hosting to the wealthiest and most noble guests in the land. My house is a humble and welcome abode. All are welcome in my house!

King Lear enters with his knights.

GEORGIANA:  There is one who is not welcome in this house! My father, who has caused nothing but trouble at my house, is no longer welcome at these doors! Sister, have Gloucester shut up your doors!

MICHAEL:
Alack, the night comes on, and the high winds do sorely ruffle!

KATIE: 
Shut up your doors. He is attended with a desperate train!

PAIGE:
 ‘Tis a wild night. 

RACHEL:
 My Regan Counsels well. Come out of the storm Gloucester.

ALL:
Shut up the doors!
	Lights:

Storm


	Sound

SAM: Atmosphere 2
SFX: Thunder storm. (Fade when children say Alack! Alack! Stop!).


Gloucesters will move into the middle of the stage. The children will surround them slowly. King Lear will be at the edge of the storm, kneeling, with his hands in his head.
SAM/KATIE/CODY:
Alack! Alack! Stop!

	Lights:

Prison cell interior


	Sound

SAM: track 6   Fade when children in position.

SFX – Door Locking


Children will move into three conscience alleys. Sam, Katie and Cody will enter those alleys and walk down the alley. Children will raise their heads and speak.

BEATRICE:
Has't thee forgotten who the true king is?

POPPY:
Why are you listening to those evil daughters of his?

ISABEL/JAMIE/LAUREN:
You must abide. You MUST abide!

CHLOE/LIAM:
You’re pathetic, you know the right answer!

EVE: 
Be careful. You could be executed! Called a traitor!

ROSE: 
Tread carefully Gloucester; you want to stay alive don’t you?

PAIGE:
Your king has left you with them, why should you help him?

ALL: Shut up the doors!

JACK: and your king will suffer.

ALL: Shut up the doors!

Chloe: And you will live another day.

ALL: Shut up the doors and hold your tongue!

	Lights:

Hovel. Interior
	Sound




Gloucester moves towards King Lear.

SAM: Come back to my house with me.

Katie: I couldn’t bear to obey all of your daughters' harsh orders. 

CODY: They commanded me to lock the doors, but I came out here to find you and take you somewhere warm.

	Lights:

Stone castle (warm)


	Sound

SAM: Atmosphere 7  Fade when letter arrives at the children in the middle.




Children will get back into their groups and will be talking silently amongst themselves, showing a lot of commotion. They will pass around the letter using a messenger travelling from one group to another. Two children will be in the middle, looking around and wondering what all the commotion is. The letter will arrive at the two children in the middle.

ABIGAIL: A letter! From… Cordelia?

GROUP 1: (Looking excited) Cordelia is back!
JOHN: (Looking worried) Cordelia! How… is she well?

GROUP 2: She will save Albion!

ABIGAIL:
More than well! She has returned to England with French troops!

GROUP 3 and 4: 
No good can come from this!

ABIGAIL:
She says that she has landed in Dover and she will return King Lear to the throne as rightful ruler! We must keep this from her sisters. 

Gloucester walks to the side and reads the letter, looking delighted!

JOHN:
(Rubbing hands and turning to audience) What delightful news! I will tell Goneril and Regan that Cordelia is back. Then, I will tell them that my father kept the news from them. He will be called a traitor and be executed!!

GROUP 5:
Edmund will finally get his land!

Group 6:
Gloucester, you poor old fool.

	Lights:

Stone castle (warm)
	Sound

SAM: Atmosphere 1

Play to end.


Children will surround the Yannis, Lauren, Elizabeth and Rachel, pointing at them, accusing them and moving around. Yannis, Molly and Eve will move into the centre.

ALL:
(building up from quiet to loud). Traitor, traitor, traitor, traitor, traitor traitor, traitor, TRAITOR!

MOLLY:
Where have you sent the king?!

YANNIS:
To Dover.

EVE:
Why Dover? Weren’t you ordered, on penalty of-

MOLLY:
Wherefore to Dover? - Let him first answer that!

YANNIS:
I am tied to the stake and I must stand my course!

EVE/ALL:
Wherefore to Dover!

YANNIS: 
Because I would not see thy cruel nails pluck out his poor old eyes. You left him out in the storm in the black of night! If wolves had howled at your gate, you would have let them in! But I shall see the winged vengeance overtake such children.

MOLLY: 
You won’t be seeing anything! Hold him still.

ALL:
 Upon these eyes of thine I’ll set my foot!

Molly, Katie, Rose and Cody will remove the eyes from Yannis, Lauren, Elizabeth and Rachel use ribbons to depict his eyes being gouged out. Children surrounding the scene will throw their ribbons up as well.

YANNIS: 
Oh help me anyone who wants to live long!

Yannis will fall to the floor

	Lights:

Heath (daytime). Exterior.


	Sound

SFX – On the Heath.


Children get into groups. Yannis, Lauren, Elizabeth and Rachel will stay in the middle, searching around the heath. Groups 4, 5 and 6 will be depicting a freeze frame of cruel nature. Groups 1, 2 and 3 will be acting out each one.

Group 4 :
Nature is a snarling dog that barks, growls and bites.

Group 5:
Nature is a scorpion’s tail, stinging like lightning to a tree.

Group 6:
Nature is a Venus Flytrap waiting to snap its prey.

ALL:

Cruel nature, vile nature, detested nature!

Alex, Jamie, Chloe and Paige enter from the edge to come and help Gloucester

ALEX:

Give me your hand.

JAMIE:

 You are now next to the cliff.  

CHLOE/PAIGE:

I wouldn’t jump down there!

GROUP 1:
Nature is a sunrise, waking up the earth.

YANNIS/LAUREN/ELIZABETH/RACHEL:
Let go of my hand.

Group 2:
Nature is a tree, providing oxygen for the world to breathe.

ALEX:

Now fare you well.

JAMIE:

Good sir.

YANNIS/LAUREN/ELIZABETH/RACHEL: With all my heart.

ALL:

Jump! Jump! Jump!

ELIZABETH:
(shouting) If Edgar is alive, bless him!

Gloucesters faint and fall to the floor. All of the groups also fall to the floor, fainting. Edgars will go up to Gloucester and wake him up.

Alex:

You have just fell the height of ten ships. You were saved for a higher purpose.

Children get onto their knees in groups, facing outwards, and will hold their heads to the sky.

Lauren:
 I do remember now. Henceforth I’ll bear my affliction until it cries out itself

ALL:

 Enough! Enough!

ELIZABETH:
And dies.

All children bow their heads, wait ten seconds, and then leave the stage.

	Lights: Fade out. Any lighting that looks good while the children leave.
	Sound

SAM:  Atmosphere 6 while the children leave.
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