The Ash Green Sister Players - The Children’s Shakespeare Festival 2016

KING LEAR

	Lights:  Stone castle (warm). Interior.
	SAM: Atmosphere 4


Children form Goneril’s house (standing), archway (Tom and Tobias) at end.

House: 
Goneril’s castle, where the turrets reach the sky



Goneril’s castle, where secrets and jealousy lie



Goneril’s castle, where servants toil and slave away



Goneril’s castle, where work is to be done night and day



Goneril’s castle, where Lear’s daughter grows distressed



Goneril’s castle, where King Lear is not behaving his best.

Servants (Megan, Kai, Archie, Abi N, Isaac and Scarlett T) enter house (now sat down) and start cleaning.

Servant 1 (Megan): 
Did you hear the argument mistress Goneril had with her father yesterday?

Servant 2 (Kai): 

I did. I thought the windows would crack! She wasn’t holding 



back.

Servant 4 (Archie): 
That King Lear is driving her crazy. He won’t stop interfering. He’s even tried to boss me around in front of her.

Servant 5 (Abi N): 

I thought he gave away all his power. Goneril’s fed up with him 



still acting like he’s the king. She was telling her husband all 



about it last night.

Servant 6 (Isaac): 

Ranting more like. I couldn’t help but hear with all the 




stomping and screaming.

Servant 3 (Alfie H):
With all this extra work, we’ll never get time off. I’ve got extra boots to clean, then I’ve got to order a venison as big as a horse to feed all these extra mouths… I can’t believe those knights eat so much food!

Servant 7 (Scarlett T):  
(sweeping floor) Never mind that. King Lear’s knights are causing havoc. Just look at the state of my floors.

Servant 1 (Megan): 

Shh! Here she comes!

	
	SAM: sound for tension as Goneril enters


Goneril (Gracie) walks in. 

Goneril (Gracie): 

Servants, leave me!

Servants bow and then leave. Children forming the house go to the edge.

Goneril (Gracie) in centre. Other Gonerils run onto stage, say their line then make a frozen statue.

Goneril (Gracie):  

My father vexes me so.

Goneril (Isabel): 

By day and night he wrongs me. 

Goneril (Molly): 

I’ll not endure it. 

Goneril (Chloe): 

His knights grow riotous. 

Goneril (Scarlett T): 

He’s an idle old man. 

Goneril (Scarlett R): 

He questions all my decisions. 

Goneril (Abi N): 

He’s acting like he’s still got the power.

Goneril (Gracie):  

He’s always been a tyrant, ever since Mother died.


Goneril (Isabel): 

He’s become so grumpy in his old age.


Goneril (Molly): 

He had no right to tell my cooks what they should be making 



for supper last night.

Goneril (Chloe): 

Either he wants the power or he doesn’t. He made up his mind 



and he should honour it.

Goneril (Scarlett T): 

He’s got no manners. He just bosses everyone about, but I’m a 



grown up now.

Goneril (Scarlett R): 

He’s starting to lose his mind. He even confuses himself.
Goneril (Abi N): 

I can’t take much more of this.

Goneril (Ava): 


(holding up scroll) I’ll write straight to my sister.

Gonerils leave stage, except Scarlett T (who has a scroll).

	Lights:  Stone castle (cold). Interior.
	SAM: Atmosphere 7 (until King Lears walk in)


Scarlett T: 
Dearest Regan, I am writing to warn you about our father. 



He rebukes us on every trifle.

All: 

(shaking fists) Every trifle!

Scarlett T:
He has brought his 100 knights with him. I am expected to house and feed 

them, whilst they grow more and more riotous.

All:

(cheer and shove each other for 10 secs)

Scarlett T:
He acts like he’s still king. He humiliates me in front of the servants.
All:

(mocking voices) Oh, you shouldn’t be doing that!

Scarlett T: 
He keeps wittering on.
All:

On and on and on. (going around circle)
Scarlett T: 
He keeps wittering on about stupid Cordelia.
All:

Cordelia was so much kinder than you!
Scarlett T:
Father will try to come to you soon, I urge you to shut your doors to him.

All:

(in pairs, Mexican wave around the circle whilst slamming the floor) Shut 


your doors.

Scarlett T: 
From your sister, Goneril. (Holds up scroll)

King Lear walks in

Gonerils: Father (then bow down and go to the edge, except Gracie)

King Lears circle Goneril and say lines as walking and pointing

Lear 1 (Tyler): 


You selfish beast.

Lear 2 (Christian): 

You onion-eyed bugbear.

Lear 3 (Tobias): 

You disgraceful daughter.

Lear 4 (Lewis): 

You don’t deserve to be queen.

More Gonerils join in, start circling the Lears (opposite direction) who go into the centre (back to back).

Gonerils (Eleni, Maisy, Megan):   How dare you speak to me like that! x2
Then more Gonerils join in (Chloe, Molly, Scarlett T, Ava, Scarlett R)

All Gonerils: 
You foolish old man x2


How dare you speak to me like that! x2


You foolish old man. 
Lears (together): 
Enough! (Gonerils kneel down) Bridle thy tongue! How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is to have a thankless child! I will go to Regan’s house.

Children to scatter. 

	Lights:  Heath (night-time). Exterior.
	SAM: Atmosphere 10

SFX: Wind


Then Issac, Alfie G, Tom, Cameron, Archie, Jack B and Kai to form trees on stage, Lear (Myles) to wander through looking worried. As he passes a tree, the tree touches his shoulder and says one of his worries (taunting him).

Tree 1 (Archie): 

I’ve brought this on myself.

All trees whispering:

myself, myself, myself

Tree 2 (Jack B): 

But I don’t deserve to be treated like this.

All trees whispering:

like this, like this, like this 

Tree 3 (Tom): 


I’ve been a fool.

All trees whispering:

Fool, fool, fool 

Tree 4 (Alfie G): 

My own daughter doesn’t want me.

All trees whispering:

doesn’t want me, want me, want me

Tree 5 (Kai): 


I hope Regan will be kinder.

All trees whispering:

kinder, kinder, kinder

Tree 6 (Isaac): 

I’ve made a mistake.

All Trees whispering:

mistake, mistake, mistake

Tree 7 (Cameron): 

I should never have banished Cordelia.

All trees whispering:

Cordelia, Cordelia, Cordelia 

Lear (Myles): 


(pointing) Behold! There is Regan’s home. 

Children to sit in circle around edge of stage. Lear (Myles) tries to get in, but keeps facing walls of people emerging from the circle.

Wall (Alfie H, Ava, Lewis, Scarlett R): Regan is not home, she doesn’t want you. 

Wall (Maisy, Isaac, Megan, Tobias): 
Go away!

Wall (Eleni, Archie, Chloe, Tyler): 
You are not welcome here.

Wall (Cameron, Scarlett T, Elliot, Kai, Molly, Harrison): 
You must taste your folly.

Wall (Jude, Gracie, Christian): 
You’ve only got yourself to blame.

Wall (Isabel, Jack B, Amelia, Tom): 
Get thee hence!

Wall (Abi N, Abi W, Jack L, Alfie G): 
We reject you.

Line of Regans (Cameron, Jude, Alfie H, Christian, Tom, Harrison, Tobias) enter and have King Lear begs to them.

Lear: 

Regan, on my knees I beg that you’ll give me bed and food.

Regans: 
Good sir, no more; these are unsightly tricks. Return you to my sister.

Lear: 

Never, Regan. She has taken half my knights away, looked black upon me, 

struck me with her tongue, most serpent-like.

Regans: 
Fie, sir, fie. Here she is now.

Line of Gonerils (Amelia, Eleni, Megan, Isabel, Maisy, Abi W, Ava) come on. The Gonerils and the Regans take hands.

Regans: 
I pray you, father, being weak, seem so. 

Gonerils:
Why need you a hundred servants? 

Regans:
Why fifty?

Gonerils:
Why 25? 

Regans:
Why any?

Lear:

Oh, reason not the need! I gave you all!

Regans:
And in good time you gave it!

Lear:

You think I’ll weep. No, I’ll not weep. I have full cause of weeping but this 


heart shall break into a hundred thousands flaws before I’ll weep. Oh Fool, I 

shall go mad!

	Lights:  Storm. Lightning effect.
	SFX: Storm.


Lear wanders around. He is spun around by children rushing past him chanting.

Kai: 


You old coxcomb.

Amelia: 

Your daughters hate you.

Lewis: 


Everyone despises you.

Abi W: 

You have no-one left.

Tobias:


You’re a nobody.

Alfie G: 

You’ve let the people down.

Harrison: 

You’re a fool.

Eleni: 


You’re an idle old man.

Jack B: 

You’ve made bad decisions.

Molly: 


You’re an untrustworthy old man.

Lear (Myles): 

(shouts) I am a man more sinned against than sinning.

1

